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ALEX DUNCANSON - STATELINE PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [2.04 pm]:  I wish to advise and update the 
house about a story that appeared on the ABC program Stateline on 29 September.  The story was about Alex 
Duncanson, who is a young man with autism.  In the program, Alex’s family was highly critical of the level of 
state government services provided to their son.  I want to provide the house with some details about this case 
that were, unfortunately, not fully aired during the Stateline program. 

Since July 2004 Alex’s family has received state government funding of $52 000 a year for the provision of 
intensive family support.  With these funds the family was able to purchase support services through a service 
provider of their choice.  By mid-2005, despite this support, Alex was no longer able to live at home and was 
given emergency accommodation in a state-government-owned home.  He was moved in August this year to a 
long-term group home in a different location, also owned and run by the state government.  During the Stateline 
program the Duncanson family was critical of the combined applications process for accommodation support, 
which is administered by the Disability Services Commission.  Over the course of this year more than 100 new 
accommodation applications will be funded through CAP at an average cost of $50 405 a year.  For the majority 
of those who miss out there are many other supports available, both financial and non-financial. 

I assure the house that this government is very aware of the desire for accommodation by people with disabilities 
and their families in this state.  We are responding to these needs through an unprecedented increase in funds to 
the sector.  In 2005-06 there were 3 449 funded accommodation places for people with disabilities in Western 
Australia, representing a contribution by the state government of almost $174 million a year.  Since 2001 we 
have increased state funding to the disability sector by 47 per cent and have budgeted for further increases in the 
years to come. 

I am in the middle of negotiating the fourth national disability agreement in bilateral and multilateral discussions 
with the commonwealth, state and territory governments.  Because of an inbuilt bias since the first agreement in 
1992, Western Australia is now being short-changed by $13 million a year; that is, the Duncanson family and 
every person with a disability receive only 80 per cent of their share of commonwealth funds.  The $13 million 
of which we are short would almost cover the total unmet demand for accommodation in this sector in Western 
Australia.  Even though the Carpenter government is putting into disability services a record $273 million this 
year, the commonwealth’s shortfall of $13 million is a large gap and directly affects support and services to WA 
citizens. 

The bookend to this story, Mr Speaker, is that Alex Duncanson and his family, and many like them, have a right 
to a fair deal.  I am pleased to report that this story has a happy ending.  As an outcome of the latest 
accommodation funding round, Alex has secured accommodation funding that meets his needs and will provide 
security for his future. 
 


